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A one-month extension of time is being filed concurrently with this response. 

Noting the Office Action of December 14, 2006 wherein restriction has been required, 
Applicants hereby elect Group I (claims 22, 25, 28, 32, 35, 38, 41, 44, 47, 50, 53) drawn to an 
electrode active material with formula la, for prosecution in the above-identified application. 

The above cited list of claims reflects a correction to the December 14, 2006 Office 
Action, which incorrectly listed claim 32 twice and failed to list claim 44. This error was 
acknowledged in a telephone conversation with the Examiner on January 16, 2007. With respect 
to claims 32 and 34, the Examiner has required that Applicants elect a) a specific X atom, a 
specific Rl to R4 group, R5 and R6 as recited, in claim 32; b) a specific Rl to R4 and R7 to R10 
group, R5 to R6 group as recited in claim 34; c) a specific number of carbon atom as recited in 
claims 28 and 30 respectively, and; d) a specific negative active material as recited in claims 44, 
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46, 53 and 55. Section b) is not applicable to the election of species as Applicants have elected 
claim 32 and not claim 34. The term "number" listed in c) reflects a correction to the December 
14, 2006 Office Action, which incorrectly listed the term "range". Claim 32 recites a specific 
range of 1-6 carbon atoms. However, the Examiner requested in a telephone conversation on 
January 16, 2007 that one specific carbon number be elected. Furthermore, the claims listed in 
d) reflect a correction to the December 14, 2006 Office Action, which incorrectly listed claim 32 
and failed to list claim 53. This error was acknowledged in a telephone conversation with the 
Examiner on January 16, 2007. Accordingly, Applicants elect the following groups: 

a) X = S; Rl to R4 and R5 and R6 are a cyclic aliphatic group 

b) [not applicable] 

c) the specific range of carbon atom is 1 carbon atom. 

d) the specific negative active material is a lithium-containing composite titanium oxide. 
Applicants respectfully traverse this election of species because Applicants believe that 

there is no excessive burden on the Examiner to examine the ranges of Markush groups cited in 
the claims. The main skeleton structure of general formula la constitutes in itself a narrow range 
of compounds characterized by a two 5-membered rings including X atoms. Furthermore, with 
regard to the specific X atom, both O and S belong to family 16 of the periodic table and need no 
further election. Moreover, the range of carbon atoms being from 1-6 carbon atoms is a definite 
range and also is not excessive in scope. 

To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 is 
hereby made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, 
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including extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 500417 and please credit any excess fees 
such deposit account. 

Respectfully submitted, 
McDERMOTT WILL & EMERY LLP 



600 13 lh Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005-3096 
Phone: 202.756.8000 MEF/NDM:kap 
Facsimile: 202.756.8087 
Date: February 13, 2007 
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